
A Message from 
        the President… Bruce Kittleson

In 1994 as I pondered the idea of leaving Naviga-
tors ministry after 15 years and starting something new, 
I never dreamed that I would experience what has 
happened over the last 15 years.  Bonds of friend-
ship were formed then which remain strong.  The needs 
have also remained strong.  

Since 1994 Olive 
Branch has served the inter-
national military in a number 
of ways through three main 
programs.  These center 
around Education Pro-
grams, Medical Projects 
and the Family Support 
Programs.  Join with us as 
we look at some of the high-
lights of the last 15 years.   
By God’s grace we have 
“done a lot with a little” yet it 

seems like we have only scratched the surface in terms 
of meeting the mental and material needs of the interna-
tional military family since the fall of Communism in the 
20th century and now into the 21st century.

Over the years we have developed a team of 
volunteers second to none.  I am deeply indebted to 
these dedicated friends who have helped to resource 
this dream. We are unique.  We have yet to find an-
other organization with this kind of ministry as its pri-
mary mission.  We welcome you to volunteer with us if 
any of our programs are of interest to you.  Please let us 
know as we would love to discuss how you can become 
involved.

Passing the 15 year mark is significant.  A large 
percentage of new NGOs don't make it past the 
first five years, so 15 years is something to com-
memorate. For tax purposes, temporary status  is  usu-
ally granted for five years to give an organization time to 
prove itself.  With you as a prayer and financial support 
team, we have achieved that and more.  Thank you.
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Education Program Highlights
Since 1996, Chaplain Dr. Richard J. Stiliha, Ma-

jor, USA(Ret)  has been teaching uniformed audiences 
across the world suicide prevention, post-trauma stress 
debrief and management, how to deal with anger, de-
pression, and many other issues within the military 
family.  He has become an internationally recognized 
expert in military suicide prevention. 

Through this venue 
OBI has been working with 
several countries to estab-
lish and strengthen military 
chaplaincies.  Beginning in 
Kiev, Ukraine in Septem-
ber 1996, Chaplain 
Stiliha has taught in mili-
tary, church, and hospital 
and public safety audi-
ences, both active-duty 
and veterans, in Ukraine, 
Russia, southern Africa, 
post-tsunami Sri Lanka, 
and Mongolia .  In 2000, a consortium of Orthodox, 
Catholic, and Protestant churches of Ukraine asked OBI 
to began training priests and pastors  to minister to 
military personnel.  By 2008 we had sponsored 17 
training programs and conferences advocating the 
chaplaincy in Ukraine alone.  In December 2008, the 
Deputy Minister of Defense asked each of those 
churches to present candidates for an eventual chap-
laincy.  We are very encouraged by this development.  
Also in October 2008, OBI launched a hospital, police 
and prison chaplains’ curriculum at Kiev Theological 
Seminary (Baptist). 

Our programs continue to spread internationally 
across the globe.  In October 2009, OBI will begin teach-
ing military, police, hospital, and prison chaplains in the 
West Africa Mano River Alliance (Sierra Leone, Guinea, 
Liberia, and Ivory Coast).  Our thanks to the many 
chaplains, active-duty and retired, who have volun-
teered their time and talent over these years.

Medical Program Highlights
Olive Branch began its humanitarian work by 

shipping a container of medical supplies to the city 
of Omsk (Siberia), Russia. in 1994 .  At the time there 
was a significant shortage of medical services and sup-
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Family Support Program Highlights
The first Olive Branch project was a women’s con-

ference in Omsk, Siberia. Building on relationships 
formed during the Protestant Women of the Chapel 
(PWOC) national outreach project, a group of American 
military wives 
t r a v e l e d  t o 
Omsk to meet 
with their coun-
terparts in this 
formerly closed 
city, home of the 
strategic rocket 
forces. This pro-
ject was aptly 
named “Breaking 
the Ice.” The Lord 
has worked in that community over the last 15 years to 
change lives in numerous ways. OBI sponsored seven 
youth exchanges, delivered medical supplies to the chil-
dren’s hospital and the veterans’ hospital, and fostered 
strong personal relationships with various members of 

the military community in Omsk. Tanya, an interpreter 
whose husband was serving as a KGB officer at the time, 
later stated, “My life changed greatly; the Lord opened 
so many doors and let me open the doors for other 
people.”

Other Family Support activities include women’s 
conferences in Rus-
sia, Bulgaria, and 
Ukraine. American, 
British, Canadian 
and Dutch military 
wives shared spiritual 
truths and practical 
helps with their East-
ern European coun-
terparts. Probably the 
most significant con-
ference was the 

Ukrainian Women’s Conference in October 2007. Zhanna, 
a Ukrainian military wife who attended several of the ear-
lier conferences, had organized a women’s group modeled 
after PWOC Bible studies. Her group, “Club Ruth,” had 
met faithfully for five years. As the result of the confer-
ence, Zhanna has served as the coordinator for establish-
ing Club Ruth groups 
in military communi-
ties across Ukraine. 
She states, “Weekly 
meetings were con-
ducted in the 11 es-
tablished regions.  
Discussions are un-
derway with leaders 
who have offered to 
lead their respective 
regions of Luganska, Lvivska, and Dnipropetrovska.  Add-
ing these three will increase the nationwide total of clubs 
to 14.” 

Since 2002, OBI has partnered with the Ukrainian 
Military Christian Fellowship to sponsor an English camp 
for teens from Ukrainian military families. Each summer 
an OBI team of adults and teens has shared their faith as 
they taught English and Bible. Ukrainian teens and 
adults have committed their lives to the Lord as the result 
of their time at these camps.

For fifteen years, OBI volunteers have raised their 
support to travel to countries where they would not have 
been welcome just a few years ago. They have connected 
with other military families who are dealing with similar 
life challenges. The mission statement of OBI states 
that we are to “foster and strengthen bonds of friend-
ship and the quality of life for military families 
throughout the world.” That is what Family Support vol-
unteers have endeavoured to do … with the strength and 
guidance of the Lord.

plies in the Russian Armed Forces.  Olive Branch 
shipped a container of medical supplies for use by mili-
tary personnel, their families, and veterans  in this for-
merly closed city .  

When Col(Ret) William Barko joined Olive 
Branch, he quickly gathered equipment and medical 
supplies to be shipped  to the Regional Hospital in 
Cherkasy, Ukraine.  The chief doctor (administrator) al-
lowed OBI to establish and train a hospital chaplaincy 
in Cherkasy that serves outlying clinics as well.   It is 

the only known hospital chap-
laincy in Ukraine.

Bill shaped the OBI re-
sponse  to the tsunami crisis in 
South Asia  in 2005 by beginning 
to work with the Sri Lankan 
Armed Forces on post-trauma 
stress debrief and management.  
The Army was the primary work 
force that buried 38,000 dead 
from the tsunami. The initial pro-
ject was to provide training for 55 
psychiatrists but that successful 
program grew into a very large in-

tervention of leadership training, the shipment of equip-
ment for the Rehabilitation Hospital in Columbo.  The 
Rehabilitation Hospital was treating 6,000+amputees 
from the 20-year war with the Tamil separatists.  In ad-
dition, OBI raised enough financial support to provide 
materials for 3 homes for families that lost everything 
they had in the tsunami.  

OBI PROPOSED EVENTS CALENDAR 2009
�x March       Ukraine—2nd chaplain training course at Kyiv Theological Seminary 
�x March       Three separate training audiences in Mongolia with Mongolian Defense University, 

            the Internal Defense Forces, and Border Police
�x July          OBI support for the 2009 Ukraine Military Christian Fellowship summer English camp
�x October    Sierra Leone - Training for 100 chaplains and chaplain assistants 
�x October     Possible Military Women’s Ministry “Club Ruth” conference in Ukraine 


